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PREFACE   iii

PREFACE

Since 1965, the Office of the Federal Coordinator for Meteorological Services and Supporting
Research (OFCM) has developed a federal plan that articulates the provision of meteorological services
and supporting research by agencies of the federal government.  This year�s plan provides Congress and
the Executive Branch with a comprehensive document that documents proposed programs for FY 2000
and reviews agency programs in Fiscal Year (FY) 1999.  Narratives, timelines, and schedules are current
as of June 1999.

With this edition, we conclude our effort to enhance and upgrade the plan's format and presenta-
tion of information.  Overall, the content of the publication remains unchanged with resource information
being the major focus.  Under the federal coordination process, the emphasis shifts from a description of
committee and working group activities to a broader description of OFCM initiatives and programs.  As
with last year's edition, the Executive Summary contains information which enables it to serve as a stand-
alone report.  This year's feature article (Section 1) draws national attention to activities associated with
Natural Disaster Reduction.  Section 2 summarizes the resources requested in the President's FY 2000
Budget and includes a comparison with those resources that Congress appropriated for FY 1999.
Section 5 contains departmental and agency narratives on meteorological services and supporting
research programs including information on programs funded by the National Science Foundation.
Appendices A through D describe the OFCM's coordination, program, and planning activities; defines
acronyms and abbreviations; lists previous feature articles; and summarizes the World Weather Program. 

As the 21st Century approaches, I would like to reaffirm OFCM's commitment to addressing
meteorological issues of significant importance to this Nation.  Our revised interagency coordinating
infrastructure is in place and ready to address the priorities, issues, and concerns expressed by the feder-
al agencies.  The Federal and Interdepartmental Committees for Meteorological Services and Supporting
Research (inside-front cover) will continue to provide policy and program guidance to OFCM.  The pro-
gram councils and standing committees will assume increased strategic planning responsibilities; the
Working and Joint Action Groups will aggressively pursue resolution of specific, time-critical issues and
work short-term projects.  The restructured OFCM organization is shown on the inside-back cover.     

Lastly, I extend my gratitude to those who provided photographs and contributed other supporting
materials used throughout this edition.  The pictures and graphics, especially, are significant enhance-
ments to the publication.

Samuel P. Williamson
Federal Coordinator for Meteorological

Services and Supporting Research
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